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From the Director’s Desk…… 

This quarter as usual includes Acquisition and transfer of animals from different zoos, birth of 
animals, publication, VIP visits and valuable comments.  The Zoo celebrated World Environment 
Programme on 5th June 2014. Sit and Draw competition was organized for the students and the topic 
were “My favorite wild animal” and “A tree saves many lives”.  Ten schools participated in the 
programme. The park engaged students from different schools and universities as zoo interns for 
working in different aspects of park management. The recommendation placed by the intern shall help 
in further zoo management. 

 

                                                                                                      A.K. Jha IFS 

                   Director 

                                                                                        Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park 
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 VIP visits and their valuable comments 
Date of Visit Name of the Visitor Remarks  
02.04.2014 Shri Alkesh Sharma 

IAS, Joint Secretary, 
Govt. of India. New 
Delhi 

It was quite learning and enriching experience. I 
would like to compliment the team responsible for 
maintaining the zoo and for undertaking specialized 
breeding programme for endangered species.  

13.06.2014 Shri Manoj Agarwal, 
IAS, North Bengal 
Development 
Department/Principal 
Secretary GTA 

A very well maintained zoo with a perfect balance 
and harmony between fauna and flora. The 
specialized breeding programme for snow leopards 
and Red pandas offer this zoo a place of pride and 
distinction in its fraternity. My best wishes for all the 
office staff of this centre of excellence.  

22.06.2014 Dr. Bikram Sarkar IAS 
(Retd), Kolkota 

Wonderful time. My wife Sibani and I visited 
Darjeeling and the great zoo here after 21 years. We 
are very much impressed by the way the zoo is being 
maintained. Credit goes to Shri. Alankar Jha, Director 
and his team for this. We wish them great health.  

26.06.2014 Brigadier General ,Md. 
Latiful Haider 
Addlt. Director General 
Border Guard, 
Bangladesh  

We are really impressed to see the zoo in its perfect 
shape. We thank the zoo director and his staff for 
maintaining the zoo nicely. We also appreciate them 
for their kind hospitality.  

TOPKEYDARA VISIT 
 
29.04.2014  The location of Snow Leopard and Red Panda is so 

beautiful and the system of Conservation and 
breeding centre is very nice and the staff is also hard 
working and look after the centre. 

23.04.2014 Dr. Yogesh Bharadwaj, 
Veterinary Officer, 
Nainital Zoo 
(Uttarakhand) 

After visiting this breeding centre of red panda and 
snow leopard, we are really satisfied as this centre is 
giving a good feel as the work is going in good 
direction, which is undoubtedly full of dedication and 
patience of all the staff involved in this. We are also 
feeling satisfied that this centre is working in  
India. 

18.05.2014 Dr. Malay Maity, 
BLDO, Phansidewa. 

The Breeding Centre at Thopkeydara is beautiful and 
fit for breeding of snow leopard and red panda. 

18.05.2014 Dr. Uma Sankar Sen, 
Asst. Director, Disease 
Investigation, Siliguri, 
Dist. Darjeeling 

Visited the breeding centre and found the snow 
leopards are maintained scientifically in natural 
condition. All the staffs including the doctor are 
working hard and sincerely to maintain the unit for 
increasing no. of snow leopards here for the sake of 
the environment. 

19.05.2014 B.R. Sharma, M.S. 
WBZA 

Very nice upcoming facility. Hope will be of great 
use in future. Darjeeling Zoo perhaps need to give 
more focused attention to Himalayan Thar (a species 
found in Singalila N.P. and as per 2003 census less 
than 100 in number) and Himalayan Monal (extinct 
locally in WB Himalaya) 

12.06.2014 K.R. Singh, CCF, 
Odisha 

Visited this breeding centre located in ideal habitat. 
The project is a milestone for future vistas in realm of 
conservation breeding of snow leopard and red panda 
in the country. Our best wishes to the project and staff 
associated with it. 
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